Joseph Tillman


Emerging & Emergent Church Workshop
I. Defining the Terms 

A. Emerging: the term that is used to describe the generation that follows the baby-boomer generation who finds itself living in a post-modern country.
B. Emerging Church Movement: Movements occurring in America today which are holding evangelical doctrine & theology and are reimagining how “the church could best position itself to reach people being shaped by our postmodern culture” (Mark Driscoll, Religion Saves, 210)

C. Emergent Church Movement: The “liberal subset” of the emerging church

D. *Modern Era: Local Judeo-Christian “Atmosphere”

1. “God” is the Judeo-Christian God

2. Ethics based upon the Judeo-Christian worldview learned from family, even of one is not religious

3. Marked by monotheism, rational, religion, propositional, systematic, local, individualistic, & truth

E. *PostModern/Post-Christian Era: Global Pluralistic “Atmosphere”

1. All religions are equal, Christianity has a negative “finger-pointing” reputation.

2. Ethics based on the cultural level of acceptance and personal choice learned from media and peers.

3. Marked by pluralism, experiential, mystical, narrative, fluid, global, communal/tribal, preference

*From Dan Kimball’s book, The Emerging Church, pages 59-61

II. Progression from Modern to Post-Modern

A. The modern era in the US began to end with the baby boomer generation.

1. This generation no longer valued rational and tradition as highly as the previous generation.

2. Rather, they began to value experience & “spirituality”
3. Their response to the crisis in the church was to develop a Seeker-friendly model of church.

a. Church became more contemporary with live praise teams & casual dress.

b. The message became less about scripture and more about what was “relevant” to people – in essence a shift happened from focus on God in our message to a focus on people in our message – how to become a better & more successful person, family, etc

c. Church began taking cues from business models, with the pastor becoming CEO, as well as marketing and advertising like corporate America

B. The emerging church (stemming from a generation that is even more postmodern in their thinking) is a response to both postmodernism as well as a response against this seeker-friendly church model

C. Thus, we have moved from traditional church, to contemporary/seeker-friendly church and now to an emerging church movement

D. The emerging church movement is being comprised of mostly the generation following this baby boom generation.  (Though there are older individuals who are taking part in this movement, just as there are still young people who are modern in their thinking instead of post-modern.)
E. The emerging church movement is found both in the model and message.
1. Model: How to do church? (Re-examining ecclesiology.)

2. Message: What do we believe about God, the Bible, & thus, theology.

F. As Mark Driscoll states in his book, Religion Saves plus Nine other Misconceptions, the emerging/missional church is “viewing itself as a missionary to local culture, this church desires to help the poor and needy, assumes it has no privileged place in a pluralistic society filled with innumerable religious and spiritual beliefs, and is experimenting with new forms of church and ministry that often seek to blend ancient practices -such as living in intentional community and contemplative devotional practices (e.g., meditation, prayer labyrinths) – with modern technology such as blogging and video.” (212).
III. Recognizing A Problem

A. All of those within the Emerging Church Movement recognize that there has been a problem in the way that America has both been “doing church” and the message (or lack there of) that has been preached.

B. They are all asking the question, “How should the church look in a post-modern world.”
C. Yet, there are various responses to this fundamental question within this movement.

IV. Four Paths in One Movement

A. Missional Evangelicals 
1. Pros: Remain evangelical in doctrine & theology while intentionally engaging the post-modern culture and generation.  They are not selling a product and genuinely want people to encounter God.
2. Cons: It is possible they are simply moving from one trend (seeker-friendly) to another trend (emerging church).  In other words, will they have any relevancy for future generations, or will they simply just engage the 20-30 year olds of this generation.

3. Names within this movement: Dan Kimball, Chris Seay, Rick McKinley, John Burke, Erwin McManus, Donald Miller
4. Dan Kimball, author of The Emerging Church
a. Kimball is one of the pioneers within the Emerging Church Movement

b. He believes that the church’s basic philosophy must change from trying to “sell a product of spirituality or church” and rather invite people into having an experience and encounter with God

c. Thus, instead of making our church services seeker-friendly, we should make them highly experiential and spiritual 

(see handout)
5. Erwin McManus, pastor (actually he prefers the term communicator & cultural architect) of Mosaic in Los Angeles.
(see handout)

6. Donald Miller, author of Blue Like Jazz
a. Many consider Donald Miller an evangelical, as Miller even does himself.

b. He does acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, that He died on the cross and rose from the grave.

c. However, there are many questions in regards to what Miller actually believes about the Bible and morality.

d. As with many within the emerging church, Miller believes that it is more about the experience and community.  Unfortunately, this has raised questions on where Miller stands on fundamental doctrine.

e. In Blue Like Jazz, Miller speaks of a time where he spent a few months living with some hippies in the woods of New York.  He states the hippies’ drug use, drinking, and homosexual relationships.  Yet, he speaks so highly of their love and community.  In fact, Miller states that when he thinks of purity, love, goodness, and true community, he thinks of them.
B. Missional House Church Evangelicals 
1. Pros: Correctly observes the error in the way traditional church has become institutional, program oriented, and led much too often by dogmatic leaders.  Thus, they are seeking relational, community where everyone is involved in the service and each seeks to be a servant of the other.  They also hold evangelical doctrine and theology.
2. Cons: Have moved from one ditch to another.  Previous church form may not have been relational enough, but now they are not evangelistic enough.  Home churches too often gather  disgruntled former church members who think alike and look alike.  They also neglect the purpose of a large gathering where cooperate praise is the priority – where one takes eyes off of self and onto the Lord.

3. Names within this movement: George Barna, Frank Viola, Shane Claiborne, Neil Cole, Michael Frost, Alan Hirsch

4. George Barna, author of Revolution & co-author of Pagan Christianity
5. Frank Viola, author of Organic Christianity & co-author of Pagan Christianity
6. Both Barna & Viola in their book, Pagan Christianity, highlight several problems within the way church has been done, especially the church in America.
a. They reject the need for a church building, a sermon, a pastor, worship leaders, tithes, & clergy salaries.  Believing that each of these have their roots in pagan culture.

b. They believe that church should be done in a house, where everyone is involved in participating in the service and are not merely spectators.
c. Though they believe they are becoming more true to a New Testament model of church, they oddly never discuss such passages as Acts 2 & Acts 3 where the early church was still going to the temple, as well as 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, & Hebrews 13 where leadership in the church is addressed. 

C. Missional Reformed Evangelicals

1. Pros: Evangelical in Doctrine & Theology, charismatic in relation to worship & the spiritual gifts, though they are Reformed in their theology.  Truly desires to be missional in America as America itself is becoming more and more of a pagan land.  Combines sound doctrine, high morals, and a very creative bent to engage our post-modern culture.  Therefore, they are now referring to themselves as the “missional” church.
2. Cons: Where are the elders and sages?  By this I mean, where are the older saints who will help give guidance and council.  Driscoll himself is 39 and all of the leadership of not only his church but his network, Acts 29, are incredibly young.  Most pastors and elders of the Acts 29 churches are all very young themselves.  I am also afraid that they are addressing only the white, suburban demographic, yet believing their model & message is for everyone.
3. Names within this movement: Mark Driscoll & leaders with the Acts 29 Network, which was founded by Driscoll. www.acts29network.org.

4. Mark Driscoll, author of Religion Saves Plus Nine Other Misconceptions, Vintage Jesus & Vintage Church
a. Driscoll is a very charismatic personality whose church in Seattle is one of the fastest growing churches in America.

b. He is controversial because of language he has used in the past, his openness to address sexual questions in great detail, and how post-modern his church is (think couches & coffee over pews, with every current technology used if at all possible).
D. Emergent Liberals

1. Pros: Again, they recognize that America has had problems within the church.  That is about the only pro.

2. Cons: They have left behind most, if not all, evangelical doctrine and theology.  They are fully liberal in their message, and seem to becoming more and more so by the moment.  This is incredibly dangerous because there is a whole generation that is being reached through them and are too often embracing their message.

3. Names within this movement: Tony Jones, Brian McClaren, Rob Bell, Doug Pagitt, Karen Ward, Tim Keel

4. Tony Jones, national coordinator of Emergent Village; www.emergentvillage.com
a. “What’s really intriguing about emergent Christianity? The theology.  For several years now, two camps have formed in the movement.  Among some who are emerging, the methods of Christianity have become irrelevant, and they must change.  But for this group, the message of the gospel is unchanging-it’s been figured out, once and for all, never to be reconsidered.  But to another group, the methods and the message of Christianity are bound to be reconceived over time.  Indeed, if one changes the methods, one will inevitably change the message.  Another way of saying this is that the Christian gospel is always enculturated, always articulated by a certain people in a certain time and place.  To try to freeze one particular articulation of the gospel, to make it timeless and universally applicable, actually does an injustice to the gospel.  This goes to the very heart of what emergent is and of how emergent Christians are attempting to chart a course for following Jesus in the postmodern, globalized, pluralized world of the twenty-first century.” – Tony Jones, The New Christians: Dispatches From the Emergent Frontier, 96.

5. Bryan McClaren, author of A New Kind of Christianity & A Generous Orthodoxy
a. The Bible: McClaren completely discounts the authority of Scripture, wanting to look at it as a library of historical documents which are not meant to be imposed on a culture, place, & time in which it was not written.  Furthermore, he states the Bible is full of internal inconsistency.

· The Bible cannot relate to science, cannot relate to ethics, and cannot relate to peace. (see A New Kind of Christianity, 68-69)

· As McClaren states, “My quest for a new kind of Christianity has required me to ask some hard questions about the Bible I love.  There will be no new kind of Christian faith without a new approach to the Bible, because we’ve gotten ourselves into a mess with the Bible.” – A New Kind of Christianity, 67-68

· Only sees the gospel (bible) through creator (Genesis), liberator (Exodus) & reconciler (Isaiah)

b. Nature of God: McClaren believes that God’s nature has never changed, but that we are continually seeing God in a “higher and wiser view” (103).
· Thus, we have moved from a “tribal-view” of God in the early parts of the Old Testament to a more correct view of God as loving and not violent (102).
· McClaren sees “the biblical library as the record of a series of trade-ups, people courageously letting go of their state-of-the-art understanding of God when an even better understanding begins to emerge” (111).
c. Universalism: “A new kingdom is much bigger than a new religion, and in fact it has room for many religious traditions within it” (139).

· “We would learn to discover God in the other, and we would discover a bigger “us,” in which people of all faiths can be included” (215).

· All will be saved and go to heaven as the Christ-like attributes are saved (remain) & “non-Christlike parts of our lives will be forgotten forever” (204).
d. Homosexuality & Premarital Sex: McClaren believes we must pursue a practical, down-to-earth theology for sex which makes room for both homosexuality, which he believes is the way one is born & not a decision, as well as premarital sex since people are waiting so long to get married (187-190).
e. He does not believe in hell (195).
f. He does not believe in the 2nd coming, as the Parousia is the age of the Spirit which began in 70 CE (197-199).
g. Social Justice: this has become the focal point of McClaren and his “new Christianity.”

6. Rob Bell, author of Velvet Elvis & Jesus Wants to Save Christians; also known for his NOOMA videos
a. Bell is closely associated with McClaren and holds roughly the same understanding of the Bible as McClaren.  He also upholds social justice as the central place of the emergent movement.
b. Bible: The words of the Bible “aren’t first and foremost timeless truths.”  Bell argues that we have to see everything in context (which I agree with), but based on context we have to decide if we will receive it as truth for us in our current time, place, and context.  In other words, some things that applied to the communities that the apostles spoke to do not apply to us, and thus should not be received as truth for us today.  He uses the topic of divorce as an example.  In other words, what Jesus said about divorce in their context 2000 years ago should not be forced on our cultural context today (Velvet Elvis, 62-63).

c. Bell also believes that all doctrine are like springs of a trampeline.  They can be pulled on and questioned, and if one fails, then the trampoline is still standing.  He openly states that if the doctrine of the virgin birth was to be found to be wrong, no big deal.  He does believe in a virgin birth, but if someone can prove scientifically that it is not true, no big deal.  He also questions the doctrine of the Trinity.  Again, any doctrine can be questioned, and any doctrine can fall away without affecting God (Velvet Elvis, 26-27).
d. Universalism: Bell believes in a theology referred to as “Blood on the doorposts of the Universe” (see Chapter 6 of Jesus Wants to Save Christians).  Basic premise is that Bell believes that Jesus’ death has saved all of humanity just as the blood on the doorposts in Egypt saved all of the firstborn sons of Israel.  It is, as Bell states, “the way to a universal religion” (168).
· Christianity is the true reality of salvation, but all are saved because of this reality, whether they realize it or not

e. Bell is highly influenced by two men named, Abraham Joshua Heschel & Robert Farrar Capon
· In Velvet Elvis, Bell refers to “the great Abraham Joshua Heschel.”  The same man who argued against the Catholic church because he did not believe that Jews should have to convert to Christianity.  His theological works argued that religious experience is a fundamentally human impulse, not just a Jewish one, and that no religious community could claim a monopoly on religious truth. (From Heschel’s book, God in Search of Man: A Philosophy of Judaism. 1955)

· In respect to Capon, Bell urges his readers in a footnote in Velvet Elvis to “Go out and buy all of his books and read them immedietely.”
· See the following on Capon.
Robert Capon

Capon summarizes his broad view of salvation as follows:

"I am and I am not a universalist. I am one if you are talking about what God in Christ has done to save the world. The Lamb of God has not taken away the sins of some — of only the good, or the cooperative, or the select few who can manage to get their act together and die as perfect peaches. He has taken away the sins of the world — of every last being in it — and he has dropped them down the black hole of Jesus’ death. On the cross, he has shut up forever on the subject of guilt: “There is therefore now no condemnation. . . .” All human beings, at all times and places, are home free whether they know it or not, feel it or not, believe it or not. 

"But I am not a universalist if you are talking about what people may do about accepting that happy-go-lucky gift of God’s grace. I take with utter seriousness everything that Jesus had to say about hell, including the eternal torment that such a foolish non-acceptance of his already-given acceptance must entail. All theologians who hold Scripture to be the Word of God must inevitably include in their work a tractate on hell. But I will not — because Jesus did not — locate hell outside the realm of grace. Grace is forever sovereign, even in Jesus’ parables of judgment. No one is ever kicked out at the end of those parables who wasn’t included in at the beginning." 

An interview of Robert Capon with Tim Brassell, pastor in Virginia

Tim Brassell: Can a pastor take grace too far?

Robert Capon: No. A pastor can’t take grace too far. That is, not unless he claims that sin doesn’t matter. If he claims that, he’s abusing grace, because sin does matter. It matters to me, the sinner. It matters whether I leave myself stuck in it. 

Suppose a mother has a kid who comes in all muddy. She just washes off the mud. She loves her child and doesn’t wait to see whether the kid decides if he wants to live with mud all over him. She just washes it off. And if she is a faithful, true mother, she will continually take that mud into herself and say, "Well, this is my son, and I will stick with him."

The point is that sin is mud. It’s a cover-up or cover-over of your true being as a person. And Jesus has washed it away. He’s erased the sins. He’s washed them away. 

Not all churches practice infant baptism, but infant baptism is a wonderful testament to absolute grace. It says, "It’s done." It doesn’t say, after this if you do something, then you’ll be OK. It says, "You’re OK now," not because you did something or thought something or figured something out, but you’re OK now because Jesus says so. 

TB: Some people say that if you preach grace a lot, people will get the idea that they can go ahead and sin all they want and still be saved. What would you say about that?

RC: First of all, I would say they’re perfectly free to sin all they want whether you give them permission or not. But the thing that they are not free to achieve on their own is their own forgiveness, and that is what is already done. They simply have to accept that in Jesus, God has forgiven their sins. 
V. Concluding Thoughts
A. The emerging/missional church is taking our country by storm, especially those who are in their 20’s & 30’s.  Therefore, it can not be ignored.
B. I do applaud them for their ability to assess our country’s movement from a modern era to a postmodern era and recognize the need to respond to this by becoming creative with their methods while holding onto a solid, Biblical message.  They are teaching the Word in depth while also inviting people into an experience with God.  This could not have been said of the seeker-friendly church who watered down the message and hindered an experience with God.

C. The emerging church is calling again for Christianity to be relational and communal in nature.  A great move from the institutional, program driven church we have seen in America for so long.

D. They are embracing the arts in church again, which has been ignored for a long time.

E. They also are becoming intentional in relational evangelism, recognizing that our country is just as pagan in many areas as other countries.

F. Finally, they are sensitive to social justice.

G. However, I do question whether this movement is not relegated to large cities and their suburbs, while targeting mostly white America.  As you may notice that every leader within this movement is white.  Where is the diversity and is it even seen as needed?
H. Of course, the emergent movement has found itself in heresy.  Yet, their books and churches are highly popular.  They are trumpeting a message of “love” but it is love without truth.  They have abandoned the foundational truths of the Christian faith in search of a “New Christianity” which is more influenced by secular philosophers and scholars than the church fathers throughout history.  May God turn their hearts to Him again.
1

