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The “New Grace” Gospel
ACT 20:31 	 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32  "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

ACT 20:26 	 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men.
27  For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.

1TI 4:1,16  	The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons… Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.

2TI 4:3 	 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
	 

Prayer: Father, may we all stand innocent of the blood of all men when we stand before you on that day.
Why?  
First, let me say that I am not the arbiter of truth. The scholar, Clark Pinnock, wisely advised all of us to be ready to back up a few steps when necessary in debatable areas. On the other hand, all pastors have a solemn obligation to be watchmen and testers of the winds that would potentially fill the sails of the Church. Over the past few years I have grown more and more concerned over what is best described as a noticeable trend of coolness toward sin by professing Christians. Within the Spirit-filled community, this trend has been most evident in what I have perceived to be a lack of commitment to holiness and fear of the Lord. I have all kinds of theories as to where this is coming from. The Church continues to be so affected by the larger cultural dynamics that we could probably fill weeks of non-stop cause and affect discussions. At the risk of oversimplification, let me just say that it has been my impression that there has been a growing fascination and pre-occupation with the power and presence of God without what I submit should be a corresponding passion for character transformation. The many mandates addressing behavior found throughout the gospels and epistles occupy the very last seats on the bus while the love, grace and goodness of God reign supreme in the pulpit, TV, radio, song, etc. Central to the “New Grace” message is the love and goodness of God.  Central to this emphasis are two pre-supposed dynamics. First is the assumption that the greatest motivation for the unbeliever to move toward saving faith in God is the revelation of God’s love. Second, for the believer, the greatest motivation for forward movement in God is further revelation of God’s love. The “New Grace” message seems to be meeting a monumental need for Christians to be affirmed as the objects of God’s continuing love. At a time when by every indicator, Americans (and American Christians) are feeling bad about themselves, “New Grace” assures us that we are all “OK”. Lost? God’s goodness and love is the answer. Stuck? God’s goodness and love is the answer. 

Note quote from Bill Johnson: “The principle revelation of the Old Testament is the serverity of sin. The principle revelation of the New Testament is righteousness overcoming sin.” (Heard in person at pastors meeting with Bill Johnson). 

1TI 6:20 	 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge,

2TI 1:14  	Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you - guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

2PE 3:17  	Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.
What?  
Grace is a many-splendored thing… It is a massive subject. 

1CO 15:10  	But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them - yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.
GRACE:  
· 115 times in NT
· 26-opening greeting/prayer or benediction
· 43-reference to God’s power per se
· 46-reference to God’s power “working” 
· What God is free to do and may do in behalf of sinners after Christ died on the cross (Chafer-Systematic Theology)
· Charis: graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstr. or concr.; lit., fig. or spiritual; espec. the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude)
· Always dynamic (active)… saving…sustaining…
· Grace is God’s power… taking us from one place to another… lost to saved (Eph 2:8); weak to strong (2 Co. 12:9);  torn down to built up (Act 20:32) 
· Grace is God (divine influence) working for us (Eph 2), in us(Col 1 :29) and through us (Rom 12:6).
· Grace improves… God always improves the situation
· If one is “less” after encountering God’s grace, then one encountered a “counterfeit” 
· Grace is not “love,” “mercy,” or “forgiveness.” 
· Grace does make us more loving; more forgiving; more giving…more like Jesus! 


EPH 2:3  	All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4  But because of his great love (WHY) for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace (WHAT) you have been saved. 6  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7  in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, (WHAT) expressed in his kindness (WHY) to us in Christ Jesus. 8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9  not by works, so that no one can boast.


I. Quotes from Joseph Prince’s Destined To Reign  
II. Teaching attributed to New Grace teachers
III. Other Popular “grace” truisms 

	Quote
	Comment/Clarify

	I.
	

	1.“The law justified no one and condemned the best of us, but grace saves even the worst of us.” (p.124)
	*When grace speakers refer to the “law,” there seems to be almost no distinction between the 1) moral; 2) ceremonial; 3) civil. 


	2. “God does not leave you wondering whether you are saved or not. He tells you outright that you are His and that nothing can ever separate you from the love of Christ. Not even sin because His blood is greater than your sin!” (p.95)
	Does sin separate from God? Eph 4:18… “They” are, can we be? Can sin cause distance between us and our Father God? Note:  “Love” is interpreted as all things pleasant and nothing painful. Note: Henry says, “but sin.” *Grace speakers seem to embrace the eternal security doctrine re salvation (see below) 


	3. “The way some people portray God today creates the false impression that His mercy lasts for a moment, but his anger lasts forever!” (p.211)
	Grace speakers refer to “anger” often and seem to suggest that God never is angry at Christians as Christ consumed all of God’s anger and wrath at the cross. The emotions of God are a tricky subject. It is fair to say that God is always angered by sin and, at a point determined by Him, may employ remedial, restorative, discipline as a corrective measure. Sin arouses God’s anger, whether coming from the saved, unsaved, angels, demons, Satan, etc. 


	4. “Even though the law is holy, just and good, it has no power to make you holy, just and good.” (p.16)
	

	5. “Sometimes, when I hear the way some preachers preach, I really wonder, has the cross changed anything? The system of being blessed when you do good and being cursed when you fail was already in place before Jesus came. Why are they still teaching that we are under that system today?… Don’t negate the cross of Jesus. The cross of Jesus changed everything.” (p.295)
	A good question. What did the cross do? The “system” we are under is the Kingdom of God and Jesus taught us of this Kingdom. JOH 13:17   Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.  Christ died so we could “live” for others (2Co 5:14-15). See parable of the talents (Mt. 25:14-30) 

	6. “Knowing that you are completely forgiven destroys the power of sin in your life.” (p.100)
	Such knowledge is power and knowledge of our position and identity in Christ is very powerful. However, yielding our members in accordance with our knowledge activates this knowledge and breaks delivers us from bondage. Knowing must be combined with doing (Ro. 6) 



	7. “I have been accused of being an antinomian (someone who is against the law of Moses). The truth is I have the highest regard for the law. And it precisely because I have the highest regard for the law that I know that no man can keep the law… It is us grace preachers who have the highest regard for the law!… I am for the law, for the purpose for which God gave the law… God did not give the law for us to keep. He gave the law to bring man to the end of himself, so that he would see his need for a Saviour.” (p.122-3)
	It has been my experience that there has been an “anti-law” leaning arising from “grace teachers.”  As above…there is little discussion of the moral law.
GAL 3:24  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  

	8. “Anyone who doesn’t focus on Jesus Christ and His finished work has neither the wisdom of God nor the power of God…” (p.199)
	Jesus has finished his work and we are finished legally/postionally, but not experientially. This is where there seems to be a big disconnect with the new grace message. The development of the character of Christ in us is where the fathering (discipline) of God; the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit; and the Lordship dynamics of Christ (as head of the Church) engage. These dynamics include, conviction, discipline, correction, remedial/restorative judgment, etc. (Act 5; Ro. 13; 1Co. 5; 1Co. 11; Heb. 12; 1Th 2; Rev 1-3) 



	9. “Believers are often exhorted to repent from sin. However, in the New Testament we are actually exhorted to repent from dead works. You see, sin is simply the fruit, dead works are the root…. Dead works are not sins. They are the religious things people do, thinking that by doing these things, they are gaining righteousness with God. If you pray because you think that praying makes you right with God, that’s a dead work. But if you pray because you are right with God and you know that He loves you, there is power there.” (p.234)
	Jesus, John the Baptist, Paul and the Apostles…all preached a message of the Kingdom of God and repentance…from sin… of which “religious things” may or may not be included. 
ACT 26:20  First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.  
2CO 12:21  I am afraid that when I come again my God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.  



	10. “Let me teach you how to discern if the grace teaching that you are hearing is doctrinally sound. When you hear the new covenant of grace preached, it is always Christ-exalting. It always reveals more and more of Jesus… There is no grace without Jesus…. Grace is not a doctrine. Grace is a person and His name is Jesus. Therefore, there is no grace teaching without Jesus Christ. You cannot separate Jesus and grace!” (p.32)
	JOH 1:14  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Sorry… grace is not a person. Jesus is so much more than grace. Praise God for grace!  

	11. “The law is about you looking at yourself. The new covenant is all about you seeing Jesus.” (p.196)
	We should examine ourselves to look for Jesus in us..
1CO 11:28  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  2CO 13:5  Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you - unless, of course, you fail the test?  
JAM 1:23  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24  and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.



	12. “There are still people who insist that we have to preach on repentance. Well, I disagree! I think we should do it God’s way – preach the goodness of God and allow the goodness of God to lead people to repentance. Such repentance will be true repentance. It will not be motivated by the fear of judgment and indignation. It will be a genuine repentance that is motivated by His grace, unconditional love and compassion. After all, our ability to love God stems from our first tasting His love for us.” (p.232)
	Stop right here. Here it is.
MAT 3:1  In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2  and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." MAT 4:17  From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."  ACT 2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  REV 3:3   Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.  



	13. “True repentance from the heart results from a revelation of God’s immense and unyielding love.” (p.232-3)
	A theme throughout… again… a revelation of the love of God is the answer for everything that ails us. (See the Four Faces of Self-Love- in the Theology of Jonathan Edwards). 



	14. “The Holy Spirit never convicts (Christians) of your sins. He never comes to point out your faults…. It does not take a revelation from the Holy Spirit to see that you have failed. However, when you know that you’ve failed what you do need is for the Holy Spirit to convict you of your righteousness.” (p.135)
	Any revelation of the mind or will of God is a work of the Holy Spirit. It is fair to say that the HS convicts the world of sin and brings conviction to us of any “world” still in us…
JOH 16:8   When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  
1TH 1:5  because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 

 

	15. “Sin does not stop God’s grace from flowing, but God’s grace will stop sin.” (p.249)
	God’s grace (power) does stop sin from flowing in our lives, but this process demands our cooperation (Eph 4:28; 2Co. 11)



	16. “Look at all the people who received miracles from Jesus during His ministry on earth. Not a single one of them deserved it. They did nothing to earn their miracles… On the other hand, we don’t find any record of those who were trying to deserve blessings from God – the Pharisees – receiving anything from Jesus!” (p.278)
	We get grace/blessings from the Lord when we don’t deserve it…and we are blessed as a result of our faith efforts…
ACT 10:4  Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.  

	17. “A Christian cannot commit the unpardonable sin… There is no sin the Christian is not forgiven of.” (p.90-1)
	Another topic for another day. 

	18. “We don’t have to confess our sins in order to be forgiven. We confess our sins because we are already forgiven. When I say ‘confess our sins’, I’m talking about being open with God… Confession in the new covenant is just being honest about your failures and your humanity. It is the result of being forgiven and not something you do in order to be forgiven.” (p.104)
	JAM 5:16  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  
1JO 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

	19. “People give their lives to sin when they feel rejected and unwanted. But when they know that they are God’s beloved, no temptation can succeed against them.” (p.296)
	See 12 above

	20. “Beloved, there is nothing you can do today to make God love you more, and there’s nothing you can do to make Him love you any less… Beloved, it’s not enough that you know that God loves everyone. You need to know and believe that He loves you, and let that revelation burn in your heart, especially when you fail.” (p.300-1)
	Agree absolutely! Good word! 

	II.
	

	1. The New Covenant changed everything.  Isaiah 54:9-10 (which is the direct result of what will happen after the cross, described in Isaiah 53) says:
Isa 54:9 “For this is like the days of Noah to Me, When I swore that the waters of Noah Would not flood the earth again; So I have sworn that I will not be angry with you Nor will I rebuke you.
Isa 54:10 “For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, But My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, And My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” Says the LORD who has compassion on you.
Jesus is the qualification for these passages to be possible.  The problem is we have such a mixed covenant teaching in our churches that we’re led to believe that the vengeful, wrathful, angry qualities of God are still potentials.  We believe Jesus is loving but we think the Father is still angry…NOT TRUE!  If you’ve seen Jesus, you’ve seen the father!

	

	2. You can’t attribute anything to the Father that you don’t see in the life of Jesus.  Did Jesus make people sick to teach them a lesson?  NO.  Did Jesus get angry with sin?  NO.  Did Jesus execute judgment on cities for their sin?  NO.
	

	3. What we did see Jesus do is take the judgment for all mankind.  If someone rejects that, they will go before God in the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of the ages, but he is not sending judgment now, because Jesus took it all.
	

	4. Will you allow yourself to be saved and set free from the guilt and shame that condemnation brings?  Romans 8 says that there is no condemnation for those who are in Jesus who walk after the spirit.  Walking after the Spirit simply means choosing life and not death.  Walking out of your limiting issues is simply to choose life.  God is no longer angry, has given you his Spirit and has compelled us to move forward, free from sin so we can touch the world.
	

	5. The original lie in the Garden of Eden was that God was holding something back from Adam and Eve.  The Church still believes the lie.  We’re trying to qualify for something God has already given us.  Since we’re so “law minded” and “obedience minded”, we seek to prove ourselves by our performance so we can get what God is “trying to teach us.”
	

	6. Awaken unto righteousness and start living in God’s love and acceptance rather than trying to obey and qualify for righteousness yourself.

	

	III.
	

	1. He said that God confronted him for "disqualifying His people", because he would ask them about possible sin in their lives, i.e. unforgiveness, etc... as a prerequisite of healing or other prayers.  He said that the New Covenant is Grace = Supply = Thanks = Faith, whereas your entire mindset is one of God's Grace being an endless supply of everything we could ever need and then way more!  He said of course, that it is finished and we need not think we must do anything to access or become worthy of that grace (when we are believers).  

	

	2. He had tried to balance the message of grace with the call to obedience.  He said that we cannot "mix" grace and the law.  He said it is strictly one or the other. 
	

	3. He seems to say that it is unnecessary (and detrimental) for believers to examine themselves looking for sin.  Instead I believe He insists that we keep our eyes totally on what Christ has done in full for us and in that way, enter in to the "rest" that is the New Covenant. 
	

	4. He seems to promote such a walk of faith in Christ that we are not "trying" or "striving" to accomplish anything, but as we behold Christ more and more, we become more and more like Him.  He focuses on the freedom and rest that brings wholeness and health to our bodies. 
	




Below are some general comments addressing some questions that have arisen from the “New Grace” message:

Jay Zinn Response: 

Pete…off the cuff [I don’t have much time to write a paper on this J], 

I’ve never been in a place since I’ve been pastoring where this hasn’t been around as a question in the body of Christ. There have always been extremes on both ends, regarding our Christian walk. First, the New Testament is full of admonitions from Paul and James and John and Peter and Jude about what is sinful behavior and what is not and that we even need to examine our motives and the way we approach communion, not discerning the Lord’s body, lest we die prematurely. We can even sin against one another when we don’t forgive or when we gossip or when we commit fornication with another Christian, etc. So Paul tells us, should we sin so that grace should abound? God forbid. So, of course, we all have sin, and as James exhorts us, wash your hands you sinners, or confess your sins, and pray and you shall be healed. John tells us when we sin, we have an advocate. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. Paul and the other writers of the N.T. exhort us to examine our motives and our actions and then confess, repent, and change our behaviors that do not glorify God. 

As for grace, it applies to us in two ways: both judicially and behaviorally. Grace through faith in the cross puts us in right-standing with God judicially. The sentence has been served, we do not live as convicts or condemned. So the second type of grace, is the grace I receive by the Holy Spirit now to walk out my salvation by works, actions, and deeds that are proof of a new creation and of true repentance. I now walk the walk out of love, by God’s grace at work in me to sanctify me (set me apart) unto good works that glorify His name and advance his kingdom. Walking in continued gratitude and humility before God, for my judicial status of salvation and adoption in the heavenly family, I find that if I submit to God in humility, I receive more grace to walk in a godly, devout, and Christ-like way. The goal is not to focus on the negative; i.e. everything my sin nature lends itself to want to do, and does do; but my focus is to be on an intimate level with Christ, loving him, reading about him, seeking him, serving him, singing to him, talking to him, etc.− whereas the by-product of that is that more of Him and less of me comes through my mortal flesh and my flesh becomes more crucified to its own lust when I keep my mind of the temporal carnal things that my flesh lusts for, and keep my mind more on things above in the heavenlies. Where the grace to walk out a godly life comes in is when we begin to understand more that it isn’t a works-based-life, fear-based life, we lead to try to please God, so that we will get more of what we need out of the kingdom of God; no, it is more about an “exchanged” life. When I focus on Him, my carnal fleshly life is exchanged with his life, not fixed. My flesh will always be sinful flesh. Anyone can tell you that when we get distracted by an event, or project, or circumstances that rob us of our time with God on an intimate and personal level, our flesh gains strength by default because our spirit man is dehydrating from the lack of spiritual water. Thus, it becomes easier to have a quick temper, feel disengaged with God, fall off the radar with the Holy Spirit, etc. It isn’t that God is then angry at us for not reading our Bible or praying or missing church; we still stand in righteousness before him judicially. Amphitheater 

What God is sad about is that we have lost touch with him and he misses us. What he’s sad about is the old adage, “out-of-sight, out-of-mind.” Then the “exchanged life” isn’t exchanging any more. Christ’s life in my mortal flesh is being lessened until I return to getting my channel tuned back in to God’s “throne” station and out of the “white noise” of distractions. This I struggle with often as a pastor. We [in ministry] can be so involved and taken out of communion with God by all the ministry, administration, counseling, preaching, and other “church” activities that consumes our time, we’re subtly deceived into thinking that “ministry” is watering our spirits, when in fact it’s doing nothing more than feeding our flesh, which loves “religious” busy work. Then we get dried out, burned out, and our oil meter is on empty while our engines are grinding up our oil less pistons. Is God upset with us then? No. He just sits back and waits for his prodigal ministers to come to their senses when they get tired of the rut of church life and the emptiness it brings when we lose communion with Him. So he lovingly woos us back to His arms where we’ll get refreshed and renewed, get that “exchanged-life” thing going again, so that Christ is living more through us now, than our mortal flesh. That’s grace in action. If we submit to Him in our devotion and time WITH Him, then he will give us the “grace” that comes through Christ’s nature manifested in and through our mortal bodies.

 This is my take on the matter, and the best I’ve been able to resolve for myself over these years of watching this debate. 


Mark Fauk   6/29

[bookmark: _MailEndCompose]Wow, really too much to reply to in an email.  Love these kinds of questions and discussion in a group setting.  
Certainly, we are not under the law, but under grace….but that does not mean we are not responsible for pressing into living a holy, set apart life.  The Holy Spirit still convicts us of sin…per Randy’s great message, and it is up to us to respond with confession and repentance.  I believe that if we don’t respond with confession and repentance, but think we can live with the sin we are mistaken.  Left unchecked sin can overtake us, leave us self-deceived and bound for a difficult life.  We may be saved….but life won’t be full, abundant and fun.  I do not believe in eternal security in the sense that once saved, always saved.  I think a Christian can give up their salvation by allowing sin to consume them, hardening their hearts to God and his unction to change and repent.  Grace is God’s power to overcome sin, but we have to want it.

Paul said he “pressed” on (read strive) for the high calling of God…and so should we all.  By the way, I don’t think that just “beholding Christ” makes us more like him.  Becoming more like Him is much more challenging….like dying to self and it is an act of my own will.  The prescription for becoming more Christ-like is clear and it involves our willingness to die to our own agenda, embrace His agenda, and live in the power of the resurrected life (which can only happen after death).

I agree that there is nothing we can do to merit His grace…He has already made it sufficiently available to all who believe, but we are responsible for what we do with the provision.

In our worship time, at least for me, it is less about trying to convince God to come down than it is for me to go up.  Worship is about me bringing me to Him and offering myself to Him.  

Random thoughts maybe….but good discussion topic.

Dr. Randy Colver  6/30

Some Thoughts
First of all, isn’t it interesting that God confronted Joseph Prince for a sin in his life (a [supposed] misapplication of truth) and that Joseph then spent time dwelling on his sin and the balance that was needed?  Curious that God would do something with him that he’s saying we shouldn’t do.
“The true Christian’s nostril,” said C. S. Lewis, “is to be continually attentive to the inner cesspool.”  The Bible clearly says to examine ourselves (1 Cor. 11:28) and the context of this passage has to do with getting our hearts right before God as we take communion.  John says to “confess our sins” (1 John 1:9) but I can’t see how we could confess our sins without first considering them.  When Christ addressed each of the seven churches of Asia minor, he did so largely by addressing their sin (Rev. 2-3), “so be earnest and repent” (Rev. 3:19).
It would certainly be an imbalance if we lived in despair and depression because of our sins, but we should hold a healthy regard for the fact that our human nature has not yet been eradicated.  We still have a tendency to sin, and we need conviction, confession and repentance in our lives every day in order to deal with sin.  It is certainly true that we are no longer controlled by the sinful nature (having died to it through Christ (Ro. 6:1-20)), but it still continues as a force in us until the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor. 15:50-56).  We don’t let sin reign in our bodies, but we still need God’s help to deal with it.  This is where many Christians get bogged down by one extreme or the other.  We are resurrected in Christ (positional), but we do not yet realize that fully (perfection).  We cannot be bound up in condemnation, nor can we live in total triumphalism.  But we can live in Christ through grace and the Holy Spirit, thus overcoming sin.  And by faith we appropriate what He has done for us, which is a finished work.
Grace is certainly available to us in Christ.  That is, God makes up for our lack by extending Himself, but we can abuse even that and take occasion to sin (Ro. 6:1) or set aside His grace (Gal. 2:21).  And grace did not come—nor does it come—through the Law (although there was certainly grace available in Old Testament times).  It comes by faith, not by any works.  But we should not confuse passionate pursuit of God in prayer, or worship as “striving” for more of Him, but rather “desiring” more of Him.  We should be careful not to substitute rest with laziness nor think that being a disciplined follower of Christ requires no work at all.  We continue to work out our “salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 2:12; cf. Col. 3:23; Rev. 2:2).
I hope this helps.


Christopher Wells  7/20
God clearly teaches in James 5:16 that confession of sins can be a prerequisite for healing: “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed”. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” While repenting of all sin in our lives is not always a requirement for healing, the scriptures clearly teach that this is an important factor that CAN affect healing. To ask a person to examine their lives for un-confessed sin is completely Biblical.
He said that the New Covenant is Grace = Supply = Thanks = Faith, whereas your entire mindset is one of God's Grace being an endless supply of everything we could ever need and then way more!  He said of course, that it is finished and we need not think we must do anything to access or become worthy of that grace (when we are believers).  
[bookmark: en-NIV-30015]Some of this wording is confusing and makes it unclear what the writer is claiming that God is saying versus what the speaker believes. The last line is obviously attributed to God, so I will focus my response on that. The Bible ABSOLUTELY teaches that believers must do something in order to position ourselves to access the grace that God has provided for us. Hebrews 4:16 states: “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” The word 'find' in this passage means, “after searching, to find a thing sought.” If we are searching for something, then we do not have it yet and the searching is what we must do to access it. In this case, it is seeking the Presence of God that is required to access the grace we are seeking to deal with our own weaknesses and life's circumstances. Since no sin can exist in God's Presence, then as we position ourselves to access grace, we must therefore deal with our sin. God's grace is not poured out upon the unrepentant. As the scriptures further state in James 4:6-10 :6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:    "God opposes the proud   but gives grace to the humble."[b] 
[bookmark: en-NIV-30329][bookmark: en-NIV-30330][bookmark: en-NIV-30331][bookmark: en-NIV-30332] 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
Therefore, humility and the act of submission as evidence of that humility are requirements for grace to be released or “accessed”. However, it is important to note that none of us is perfect and that we all rely on God's mercy to cover sin in our lives when we approach the throne of Grace. Indeed, it is often because of sin that we need to approach God for help in dealing with the sin. I believe the core of this issue is a heart condition. Are we desiring to have a right relationship with God or not? If the answer is yes, then we will find the path to God's throne open wide. However, if we are stubbornly refusing to obey and repent on known sin, then we cannot expect God to smile upon such an attitude when scripture clearly indicates that He will oppose us for our own good so that we might repent and find true spiritual healing. 

He contrasted that mindset with the Old Covenant where we were under the law, which is all about "demands" on us to live up to an impossible requirement which puts us under pressure and stress which causes illness and disease.  
[bookmark: en-NIV-28045][bookmark: en-NIV-28046][bookmark: en-NIV-28047]Illness and disease are NOT caused by the stress of trying to live up to the law. Disease and illness are the result of SIN and entered the world PRIOR to the giving of the law (Romans 5:12-14): 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 13for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 
He had tried to balance the message of grace with the call to obedience.  He said that we cannot "mix" grace and the law.  He said it is strictly one or the other.  When mixed, he said law loses it's severity and grace loses something (I forget what) but he maintains that the law kills and grace is life and they are mutually exclusive.  He seems to say that it is unnecessary (and detrimental) for believers to examine themselves looking for sin.  Instead I believe He insists that we keep our eyes totally on what Christ has done in full for us and in that way, enter in to the "rest" that is the New Covenant.  He seems to promote such a walk of faith in Christ that we are not "trying" or "striving" to accomplish anything, but as we behold Christ more and more, we become more and more like Him.  He focuses on the freedom and rest that brings wholeness and health to our bodies.  
Here the writer claims that the speaker asserts that, “the law kills and grace is life and they are mutually exclusive” and further that, “...it is unnecessary (and detrimental) for believers to examine themselves looking for sin. These statements teach that we are not to even attempt to uphold the law and demonstrate a lack of understanding between the laws intended for justification (which Christ fulfilled and did away with the need for) and the moral law (which Christ also fulfilled, but continues to expect us to observe as well as an expression of Godly character and alignment with the heart and purposes of God). The erroneous teaching of the speaker goes against many scriptures, one of which is Romans 3:27-31:
[bookmark: en-NIV-28004][bookmark: en-NIV-28005][bookmark: en-NIV-28006][bookmark: en-NIV-28007][bookmark: en-NIV-28008]27Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 29 Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 
I could go on but I just wanted to run it by you and hear your thoughts according to all you know of God's Word.  I'm studying God's Word myself of course, but I feel I need a bit of guidance from you on this.  I found myself thinking during our worship, that we seem to be trying so hard to do something to cause God to come down in a new way, when I'm sure by His grace He has already done everything possible and then more, and it is now only a matter of us learning to see and receive Him fully by faith and to see ourselves as He now sees us?  
 

This last statement is an excellent summation of the crux of the matter in the writer's mind. To put it another way, the writer is struggling with the question: “If Christ has completed His work of provision, then why do we need to labor in an effort to obtain the benefits of His victory on our behalf?” 
We already have all of the victory that Christ died to give us, but we are not presently experiencing all of the benefits of that victory due to a lack of the formation of Christ within each of us (i.e. an un-renewed mind) which separates us from those benefits, even though legally they are ours. Remember, Christ had no sickness, no bondage, and no sin. When we see Him as He is, then we will live in the same level of experience of the benefits. 
Do we strive and struggle and press? YES! Why? Because we need an encounter with the presence of Jesus Christ so that we may progressively perceive Him more and more clearly and be transformed into His image. Why is the struggle necessary? Because we have a flesh and and adversary, both of which seek to distract us from the presence of God and intimate fellowship with Him. In His wisdom God has decided that this struggle is good for us and helps us discipline ourselves and establish God as our priority in spite of distractions and other obstacles. On earth we have the flesh and the demonic to contend with which continually seek to prevent us from experiencing God's presence. We are not laboring to be WORTHY or to EARN God's favor or presence, we are instead laboring to ENTER IN to the throne-room of God to experience what is ours by inheritance. 
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